COALITIONS

'England', said Disraeli, 'does not love Coalitions/ The truth is that
Coalitions do not love each other. Both Mr Gladstone1 and the Duke
of Argyll2 have testified to the smoothness with which Lord Aberdeen's
Cabinet of 1852-5 functioned. The latter said: *I have been a member
of every Liberal Cabinet that succeeded it for twenty-nine years, and
I never saw any of them which worked more smoothly or with less
individual friction/ It may be noticed that it produced an amalgamation
of Whigs and Peelites which had only been prevented before by Lord
John Russell's 'chalking "No-Popery"' and running away. In any
event, the Duke could not have been aware of the broadsides which
Lord John Russell fired at Lord Aberdeen or the discussions between
these two and Lord Clarendon.3 Great Britain muddled into the Cri-
mean War because the Cabinet was divided; and because it was divided
it accepted compromises which led it inevitably nearer and nearer to
war. The fleet was sent to the Dardanelles because some wanted offen-
sive operations and some wanted no operations at alL The compromise
was necessary to prevent the break-up of the Cabinet. It inevitably led
to war, though it did not itself denote war.

The coalition of 1895 was not really a coalition at all. The Conserva-
tive Party was renewing its youth by an infusion of Whig men. Of the
coalition of 1915 we have some graphic descriptions. Its members
'were constantly looking over their shoulders to see whether they could
carry their parties with them'.4 On the question of conscription,
Mr Bonar Law informed Mr Asquith: CI believe that it is easier for you
to obtain the consent of your party to. general compulsion than for
me to obtain the consent of my party to its not being adopted/5
Mr Asquith could not closure debate in the Dardanelles Committee
because some members did not belong to his party.6 Mr Winston
Churchill was, no doubt, a prejudiced observer, but his remarks bear
the stamp of credibility.

1 English Historical Review, n, p. 288; Life of Gladstone, p. 495.
* Autobiography and Memoirs, I, p. 388.

3  Cf. Life of Gladstone, I, p. 495, and Gladstone, 'The History of 1853-60 and
Greville's Latest Journals', English Historical Review, n, pp. 288-9. *n anY c^e> &OSQ
who approved of the war approved on very different grounds: Hid. p. 289. See also
Gordon, Life of Lord Aberdeen, ch. x.

4  Life of Lord Oxford and Asquith, II, p. 211.
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